
A brief study of the Attributes of God

The God of Love, 
Mercy and Grace

The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression

and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty. . .  Exodus 34:6

Love   The English word “love” has many meanings : emotional, sexual, platonic, family 
orientated, altruistic, materialistic. In the Hebrew there are seven words translated as “love” - generally 
some what broad in meaning expressing an impulse of heart, sexual attraction; desire, coveting, lust; 
companionship, friendship; strong attachment; most significant for us are “Hesed” mercy and 
compassion; and “Ahav”: desire, inclination or affection, whether human or divine. The Greek has five 
words, generally more precise in their meanings: desire - lust “epithumia”; longing – romantic “eros” ; 
belonging, affection “storge” ; cherishing, friendship “phile” ; and selfless giving “agape” .  

What does the Bible mean when it talks about the Love of God? How do we understand it as an 
attribute of God? Love flows out of God's Goodness, as does His Mercy and His Grace. Before we 
progress in defining the attribute of God, we should define two more attributes: Mercy and Grace. 

Mercy is that energy within the divine nature that disposes God to be compassionate. It is the 
Goodness of God confronting man in the miseries of state of sin, human suffering and guilt. 
Confronting those in dire need, downcast, ruined, dismayed – without hope or any means of 
restoration.  Psalm 57:10.  103:11. 116:5. 145:9. Nehemiah 9:31. Isaiah 63:9 Lamentations 2:22-23. Acts 17:25.

Grace is the unmerited favor of God, given to those who don't deserve it, can not merit it or earn it. 
God's grace is eternal, free and sovereign. God's Grace always comes through His Son, Jesus Christ and
His crucifixion and resurrection. It is always directed towards His chosen people. [Ephesians 2:7-8. Exodus 

33:19. Ephesians 1:4-9. Romans 5.] 

The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God by D. A. Carson suggests there are five ways the word 
“Love” is used in describing God's Love:

First within the Trinity – in the eternal other-orientated relationship between Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, and reflected in their work of salvation. [John3:35. 14:31.  5:19-23. 1 John 4:7-11. John 17 esp 1-5, 21-26.] 

Then there is God's love expressed in general to His creation and all mankind fallen in sin. These two 
aspects are God's providential delight in His creation and His kind care for it; [Genesis 1:31. Psalm 104. 

Matthew 5:45,46. 6:26-30] and His patient compassion for those who have fallen into sin, and are suffering all
the consequences of that fall. [Psalm 78:37-40. Ezekiel 33:11. Isaiah 54:6-8. Hosea 11. Lamentations 3:32].  It is here we 
can speak of God being merciful. Scripture speaks frequently of God's mercy both his temporal mercy 
to the wicked,  and to those He will redeem. God's patience and  long-suffering as He bears with the 
wicked is also a part of His mercy. [Romans 2:4-8. 9:15-18. 22-24.]

Finally there is God's love expressed specifically to those particular ones He delivers through the 
gracious saving work of Christ and regeneration by the Holy Spirit.  [John 3:16. Deuteronomy 7:6-10. Titus 3:3-7. 

Ephesians 3:16-19. Romans 5:3-8.] With them, there is a Fatherly provisional love expressed in His discipline 
and sanctification of His children, the church, in preparing them for glory. [John 14:15-17. Jude 1:20-22. 

Hebrews 12:5-10.]



Some excerpts gleaned from Tozer and Pink on God's Love Mercy and Grace:

“There is nothing in God's Justice which forbids the exercise of His Mercy. God is never at cross-purposes with Himself. 
No attribute of God is in conflict with another. God’s compassion flows out of His goodness, and goodness without justice is
not goodness. God spares us because He is good, but He could not be good if He were not just. As judgment is God’s justice
confronting moral inequity, so mercy is the goodness of God confronting human suffering and guilt.” 

“God can never cease to be merciful, for this is a quality of the divine essence (Psa 116:5); but the exercise of His mercy is 
regulated by His sovereign will. This must be so, for there is nothing outside Himself which obliges Him to act; if there 
were, that “something” would be supreme, and God would cease to be God . . . the mercies which God bestows on the 
wicked are solely of a temporal nature; that is to say, they are confined strictly to this present life” 

“Whether in the Garden of Eden or the Garden of Gethsemane, God is merciful as well as just.
He has always dealt in mercy with mankind and will always deal in justice when His mercy is despised.”

“In God mercy and grace are one; but as they reach us they are seen as two, related but not identical. As mercy is God’s 
goodness confronting human misery and guilt, so grace is His goodness directed toward human debt and demerit. It is by 
His grace that God imputes merit where none previously existed and declares no debt to be where one had been before. 
Grace is the good pleasure of God that inclines Him to bestow benefits upon the undeserving. It is a self- existent principle 
inherent in the divine nature and appears to us as a self-caused propensity to pity the wretched, spare the guilty, welcome 
the outcast, and bring into favor those who were before under just disapprobation.”

“Grace takes its rise far back in the heart of God, in the awful and incomprehensible abyss of His holy being; but the 
channel through which it flows out to men is Jesus Christ, crucified and risen. The apostle Paul, who beyond all others is 
the exponent of grace in redemption, never disassociates God.’s grace from God.’s crucified Son. Always in his teachings 
the two are found together, organically one and inseparable.”

“Neither in the Old Testament nor in the New is the grace of God ever mentioned in connection with mankind generally, 
still less with the lower orders of His creatures. In this it is distinguished from “mercy,” for the mercy of God is “over all 
His works” (Psa 145:9). Grace is the sole source from which flows the goodwill, love, and salvation of God unto His 
chosen people. . . Divine grace is the sovereign and saving favor of God exercised in the bestowment of blessings upon 
those who have no merit in them and for which no compensation is demanded from them. Nay, more; it is the favor of God 
shown to those who not only have no positive deserts of their own, but who are thoroughly ill-deserving and hell-
deserving.”

Love “expresses the way God is in His unitary being, as do the words holiness, justice, faithfulness and truth. Because   
God is immutable He always acts like Himself, and because He is a unity He never suspends one of His attributes in order 
to exercise another. From God’s other known attributes we may learn much about His love. We can know, for instance, that 
because God is self-existent, His love had no beginning; because He is eternal, His love can have no end; because He is 
infinite, it has no limit; because He is holy, it is the quintessence of all spotless purity; because He is immense, His love is 
an incomprehensibly vast, bottomless, shoreless sea before which we kneel in joyful silence . . “ 

The character and blessedness of God’s love                                               From Arthur Pink, The Attributes of God
The love of  God is uninfluenced. By this we mean, there was nothing whatever in the objects of  His love to call it into exercise, nothing in the 

creature to attract or prompt it.  It is eternal. This is of  necessity. God Himself  is eternal, and God is love; therefore, as God Himself  had no 

beginning, His love had none.   It is sovereign. This also is self-evident. God Himself  is sovereign, under obligations to none, a law unto Himself, 

acting always according to His own imperial pleasure. Because God is God, He does as He pleases; because God is love, He loves whom He pleases. 
It is infinite. Everything about God is infinite. His love is without limit. Beautifully is this intimated in Ephesians 2:4: “But God, who is rich in mercy, for 

His great love wherewith He loved us”: the word “great” there is parallel with the word “so” in John 3:16—”God so loved.” It tells us that the love 

of  God is so transcendent it cannot be estimated. It is immutable. As with God Himself  there is “no variableness, neither shadow of  turning” (James 

1:17), so His love knows neither change nor diminution. It is holy. God’s love is not regulated by caprice, passion, or sentiment, but by principle. Just 

as His grace reigns not at the expense of  it, but “through righteousness” (Rom 5:21), so His love never conflicts with His holiness. “God is light” (I 

John 1:5) is mentioned before “God is love” (I John 4:8). God’s love is no mere amiable weakness or effeminate softness. Scripture declares that 
“whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth” (Heb 12:6). God will not wink at sin, even in His own people. 

His love is pure, unmixed with any maudlin sentimentality. It is gracious. The love and favor of  God are inseparable.
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